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Leaders from congress and Marine
Corps Base Hawaii, in partnership
with Forest City Military
Communities, LLC commenced
phase one of the Marine Corps Base
Hawaii Family Housing Public-
Private Venture in a ground breaking
ceremony held here April 4.

This privatizing project includes
1,175 homes in 13 neighborhoods

throughout Marine Corps Base
Hawaii, including Camp Smith and
Manana. The scope of the work
includes construction of 537 new
housing units, the renovation of 23
historic homes at Heleloa and the
demolition of 537 existing units.

“It takes hundreds of people to get
to an event like today’s groundbreak-
ing ceremony,” said Thomas W.
Henneberry, chief operating officer,
Forest City. “Countless hours of plan-
ning and meetings were needed to

get something like this started.”
According to Henneberry, the proj-

ect will grow as time progresses and
active discussions have already com-
menced to begin phase two in
October. 

“This groundbreaking ceremony
will only be outdone by our ribbon
cutting ceremony of our first house
and handing over the keys to the first
resident sometime next year,” said
Henneberry.

The project also includes building
community centers, pools, tot lots,
play lots, multi-purpose courts and
many other amenities typically
found in today’s planned communi-
ties. 

Spouses of Marines designed the
house plans. They were specifically
engineered to meet their needs and
concerns. The houses will all be Star-
rated energy homes, using the most
modern energy saving amenities, like
solar hot water systems. 

“We want to make this into a com-
munity that the Marines will be
proud of,” said Jon Wallenstrom, sen-
ior vice president, Forest City
Military Communities, Hawaii. “We
are going to take this already beauti-
ful place and improve upon it.”

The FCMC has over 80 years of res-
idential and commercial real estate
experience. Its property management
company currently manages more
than 36,000 residential units, includ-
ing 7,400 homes in Hawaii, Illinois
and Indiana for Navy Region Hawaii
and Navy Region Midwest under the
Navy’s PPV program.

“We have a world class team of
architects and designers,” said
Wallenstrom. “With the help of the
Marine Corps we will make homes
the service members can be proud
of.”

Attending the event was the
Honorable Neil Abercrombie, U.S.
House of Representatives, and Brig.
Gen. Steven A. Hummer, command-
ing general, Marine Corps Base
Hawaii. 

“This is a rededication to our com-
mitment to the Marine Corps, its
members and their families,” said

Gerry J. Gilmore
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — The image of thousands of Iraqi citizens peace-
fully voicing their views in Najaf today illustrates the freedoms they’ve
gained since U.S. and coalition forces liberated the country from
Saddam Hussein’s iron grip four years ago, a senior U.S. military officer
in Baghdad said today.

Between 5,000 and 7,000 Iraqis are participating in peaceful anti-
U.S. demonstrations in the Iraqi holy city of Najaf, Navy Rear Adm.
Mark I. Fox, spokesman for Multinational Force Iraq, told reporters in
Baghdad. 

“That is their right in the new Iraq,” Fox said. “And, it’s only fair,
however, to note that they exercise that right because coalition forces
liberated them from a tyrannical, barbaric regime that would never
have permitted such freedom of expression.”

The U.S. and coalition forces’ air and ground campaign launched
March 20, 2003, quickly overwhelmed Saddam’s military. The dicta-
tor’s rule was effectively ended on April 9, when American troops in
downtown Baghdad pulled down a metal statute of the dictator amid
the cheers of elated Iraqis.

American forces found Saddam hiding in a hole near his home-
town of Tikrit in December 2003. After being tried and convicted by
an Iraqi court on charges of genocide against the Iraqi people and
other crimes, Saddam was executed by hanging on Dec. 29, 2006.

The removal of the late dictator’s “republic of fear” also has enabled
hundreds of thousands of Iraqis to participate in multiple religious cel-
ebrations and festivals held across the country. 

Cpl. Mark Fayloga
Combat Correspondent 

After being approved by the Governors of the U.S. Postal
Service the price of a First-Class stamp will increase to 41 cents
along with other postage rates seeing a similar increase May 14.

According to Sgt. Philip H. Cuppernell, custodian of postal
effects, Base Post Office, the increase in postage rates are to
counteract the costs incurred by shipping. 

In addition to the approved increase, the implementation of
the new Forever Stamp has been given the green light. The
Forever Stamp will be good for mailing one-ounce First-Class
letters regardless of any future price changes. 

“Forever Stamps have the liberty bell on them and are going
to sell at 41 cents when they first come out because that’s what
the rates are going to be,” said Cuppernell. “Let’s say you buy
50 of them and a year from now or thirty years from now, no
matter what the postage increases to those stamps will still be
valid at the First-Class rate. The ones you’ve already bought
will count as the current rate.”

Postmaster General John E. Potter said, “The Liberty Bell was

Iraqis showcase
Democracy on
fourth anniversary
of fall of Saddam

Chaplains from Marine Corps Base Hawaii prepare to begin the Easter Sunrise Service at Ft. Hase Beach here Sunday morning.
Cpl. Mark Fayloga

Postage rates to
increase, ‘Forever’
stamps debut

Housing ‘breaks’ ground
for new partnership

See STAMPS, A-5

See IRAQIS, A-5

Neil Abercrombie, U.S. House of Representatives, and Brig. Gen. Steven A. Hummer, com-
manding general, Marine Corps Base Hawaii, and Thomas W. Henneberry, chief operating
officer, Forest City, use an O’o stick to commence the groundbreaking ceremony of the
beginning of phase one of the Public-Private Venture.

Lance Cpl. R. Drew Hendricks

Morning glory

See HOUSING, A-2



Abercrombie. “We count on
them and they should be able
to count on us.”

The project is aimed at rais-
ing the quality of life for
Marines and their families. By
building stronger, safer and
better quality housing, a little
bit of certainty and peace of
mind can be given to those
Marines on deployment. They
will not have to worry about
their families’ housing or
safety as much with these
new communities, said
Abercrombie. 

“For the Marines and all
other services, we need to
provide security and stability
for their families,” he added.

New houses will help the
quality of life for Marines and
also help the Marine Corps as
a whole by providing better
incentives to those who are
thinking about joining or re-
joining the ranks of the
Marine Corps. 

According to Abercrombie
and Brig. Gen. Hummer, if the
young men and women who
join the military know they
are going to be taken care of
and have the certainty that
comes with a high quality of
life, retention and recruit-
ment will also improve.

“Back in 1978 when I was a
lieutenant stationed here I
can remember going over to a
fellow lieutenant’s house for a

social gathering. In the house
I was standing in a corner
leaning against the wall and I
swear I felt the wall shift,”
said Hummer. “The quality of
life here on Kaneohe has dras-
tically improved and will con-
tinue to improve.”

After all the key speakers
spoke, the honored guests
were each handed an O’o
stick to commence the
groundbreaking ceremony.
After a traditional Hawaiian

blessing, the sticks were
thrust into the dirt to com-
memorate the beginning of
the $320 million housing
project.

“We are so proud to be in
this partnership with the
Marine Corps,” said
Wallenstrom. “The Marine
Corps holds Forest to task and
motivates us and I think we
motivate them as well. These
are going to be world class
communities.”

Hummer said he is well
pleased with the progress of
the project and is confident
in the partnership between
the two entities. 

“We have a motto here of
‘Overwhelming Support;’
Forest City immediately
adopted that motto,” he
added. “We have another
motto that this is the ‘base of
choice,’ and with Forest City’s
help we will be able to retain
that motto.”
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Today Saturday Sunday

Day — A 20 percent chance of showers.
Partly cloudy, with a high near 82. East
wind around 15 mph.

Night — Scattered showers. Partly
cloudy, with a low around 73. East wind
around 14 mph. Chance of precipitation is
30%.

High — 82

Low — 73

Day — A 20 percent chance of show-
ers. Partly cloudy, with a high near 82.
East wind around 14 mph.

Night — Scattered showers. Partly
cloudy, with a low around 72. East wind
around 14 mph. Chance of precipitation
is 30%.

High — 82

Low — 72

Day — A 20 percent chance of show-
ers. Partly cloudy, with a high near 82.
East wind around 14 mph.

Night — Scattered showers. Partly
cloudy, with a low around 71. Breezy,
with a east wind around 20 mph, with
gusts as high as 23 mph. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 30%.

High — 82

Low — 71

Weekend weather outlook
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NEWS BRIEFS
2/3 Memorial Service

A memorial service for 2nd Battalion, 3rd
Marine Regiment, will be held April 19 at 10 a.m.
between Hangar 101 and 102 on the Marine
Aircraft Group 24 flight line.

Information wanted regarding arson

The Criminal Investigation Division is seeking any
information relating to the recent fire at 2552-C
Manning Street, located in the Rainbow Housing area,
across the street from The Klipper Golf Course. 

Anyone providing information relating to this fire, or
any other criminal activities, may do so anonymously.   

For more information please call, Criminal
Investigation Division at 257-1305 or the Military Police
Department Desk Sergeant at 257-2123.

Commissary Closure

The Kaneohe Bay Commissary will be closed
April 26 from 5 a.m. to noon while conducting
the Annual Physical Inventory. The commissary
will re-open from 1 to 7 p.m. the same day.

DEERS/ID Center Appointments

Patrons needing to visit the DEERS/ID Center
can now make an appointment by visiting
https:\\es.cac.navy.mil. The center, which is
open Mondays through Fridays from 7:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., is still accepting walk-ins. The center is
located in Building 1044.

Restroom Closure

The men and women’s restrooms in Building
219 will close in early April due for renovations.
The Base Library, theater and other MCCS offices
located in 219 will remain open for normal oper-
ation. Portable restrooms will be located on the
exterior, behind the building.

BAH Reimbursement

During the Installation Personnel Administration
Center's Marine Corps Administration Analysis Team
Inspection in March 2006, the topic of whether Hawaii
is considered a Continental United States or Overseas
CONUS duty station for entitlements was debated. 

After approximately a year of research and discussion
the Department of Defense Financial Regulation to the
Joint Federal Travel Regulation, Headquarters Marine
Corps identified Hawaii as an OCONUS duty station for
Basic Allowance for Housing in February.  

Marines who gained eligible dependent(s) since
February received BAH at the "with dependent" rate for
the location where their dependent(s) resided.  Marines
assigned to family (base) housing or privatized housing
incurred no changes to their BAH. 

This month, HQMC reversed their opinion with
regards to Hawaii being considered as an OCONUS duty
station for BAH purposes. The IPAC has identified
approximately 50 Marines receiving BAH at the "with
dependent" rate for their dependents location in
CONUS and have taken corrective action on the unit
diary to revert the BAH entitlement.

This action was completed prior to the Update and
Extract for the upcoming payday, and these Marines will
see an increase in pay today as they receive credit due to
the higher Hawaii BAH rate. 

For more information, contact Chief Warrant Officer
J. T. Barrientos, personnel officer, Hawaii's Personnel
Administration Center, at 257-8566 x 263.

Lost and Found

There have been several lost personal items found on
Marine Corps Base Hawaii, Kaneohe Bay, and turned in
at the Criminal Investigation Office, Building 1095, first
floor, 3rd Street. These items include: Jewelry, bicycles,
umbrellas, glasses, watches, clothing, keys, wallets, and
other miscellaneous items. If you think your lost item(s)
may be among these items, call at 257-1305.

April 2007 is designated as “Child Abuse
Prevention Month” for Marine Corps Base
Hawaii. 

Marine Corps Base Hawaii is dedicated
throughout the year to creating a commu-
nity where individuals, families and chil-
dren are valued and supported.  

During April, we highlight our strong
commitment to preventing child abuse
and neglect and promoting the well being
of children and families.

Parents have the primary responsibility
for their child’s well being and being a mil-
itary parent makes this even more chal-

lenging.  Frequent deployments of longer
duration and the increased operational
tempo have placed greater stress and mul-
tiple pressures on our families.

Parents are not alone as they strive to
keep their children safe.  As a community,
each of us has a responsibility and a vital
role to play in creating a safe environment
for our children. We all must work to
ensure that our families get the support
and tools they need to provide a protective
environment for their children.

Together, we can build a strong commu-
nity of partnerships to prevent child abuse; we really can make a difference.

Commanding General’s
Proclamation
Child Abuse Prevention Month

Again this April we will observe Sexual
Assault Awareness Month for the third
consecutive year. The theme for this year is
“Stand Up Against Sexual Assault…Make a
Difference.” As leaders, mentors, friends or
co-workers we all can make a difference in
preventing sexual assault.

In order to deter sexual assault and to
improve victim response, Marine Corps
Base Hawaii will establish an atmosphere
in which sexual assault and the attitudes
that promote it are not tolerated. We will
ensure that victims of sexual assault

receive the care and support that they
need and the offenders are held account-
able.

Sexual assault continues to be the most
under reported violent crime in our socie-
ty. To alleviate the barriers normally asso-
ciated with victims of sexual assault (fear,
embarrassment, shame), victims may noti-
fy the MCBH Sexual Assault Response
Coordinator or Victim Advocates, your
unit’s or any Uniformed Victim Advocate,
Chaplain, or Health Care Provider with
the promise of confidentiality.

Additionally, victims will receive treat-
ment and support they require and
deserve without having to make an official
report.

This program strengthens and enhances
military readiness but requires everyone’s
support and participation. As SAAM com-
mences, I encourage all service members
and civilians to refocus their efforts to
eliminating sexual assault from our ranks.
We all can make a positive impact and dif-
ference by standing up against sexual
assault.

“Stand Up Against Sexual Assault…Make a Difference”

S.A. Hummer
Brigadier General, United States Marine Corps

Commanding General, Marine Corps Base Hawaii

HOUSING, from A-1

Lance Cpl. R. Drew Hendricks

A board displays illustrations of plans for the new houses that will be built aboard Camp H.M. Smith at the
Public-Private Venture groundbreaking ceremony April 4.



Story and Photos by
Cpl. Mark Fayloga

Combat Correspondent 

The last of the main body of Marines
and Sailors from 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine
Regiment, returned home Wednesday
afternoon after completing a seven-month
deployment to Iraq in support of the
Global War on Terrorism.

Excited family, friends and fellow serv-
ice members, who were happy to see them
back home after a job well done, greeted
the Island Warriors, who were replaced by
1st Battalion, 3rd Marines in March.

The Marines of 2/3 utilized their time in
country by helping to bring stability to
the Haditha Triad. During their tour,
the unit helped strengthen the Iraqi
Police and helped increase the number
of IP’s from just a handful of police to
almost 200 policemen and officers, said
1st Lt. Clifton G. Kennedy, assistant
operations officer, 2/3. 

According to Kennedy, 2/3 also part-
nered with the IP and conducted an
operation that shut down the insur-
gents’ freedom of movement into and
out of the Triad. They constructed a dirt
berm that enclosed the entire Triad and
restricted vehicle and pedestrian move-
ment. 

He said the battalion also began the
process of collecting biometric data
from every citizen (known as the BAT
system), registering all vehicles, enter-
ing them into a database, and then giv-
ing the citizens an ID card and registra-
tion stickers for their vehicles. The
system will allow Iraqi Security Forces
and Coalition Forces to distinguish the
insurgents from the good citizens of the
Triad.

“The Island Warriors successfully
accomplished its goals of bringing
increased security to the Haditha
Triad,” said Kennedy. “The battalion
partnered with the Iraqi Police and
Iraqi Army to decrease the insurgent
activity in the area significantly. With
the increased sense of security, the peo-
ple of the Triad were able to enjoy some
sense of normalcy in their everyday
lives.”

He praises the Marines of 2/3 for
their pugnaciousness with the insur-
gents and believes that 2/3’s contribu-

tions to the region will have a lasting
effect.

Kennedy said, “2/3 aggressively fought
the insurgency with an iron fist. The indi-
vidual Marines battled the insurgents on
the streets with grit and determination
daily. 2/3's contributions in the Haditha
area were extremely significant. 

“We were successful in bringing stabili-
ty to a very unstable area,” he continued.
“(Second Battalion, 3rd Marines) was able
to create a safe environment that allowed
the Iraqi Police to grow and become a pres-
ence in the area. This accomplishment will
potentially have positive affects on the
area for a long time.”
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Island Warriors
2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine
Regiment returns to isle

Family members await the return of Marines
from 2/3 at Hangar 5 Sunday afternoon.

Friends and family excitedly await the return of
Marines from 2/3 at Hangar 5 Sunday afternoon. 

Right: A Marine is reunited with his wife after
seven months of separation.

Marines from 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment are greeted by their fellow devil dogs at Hangar 5 Sunday after returning from a seven-month deployment to Iraq in support of the Global War on Terrorism.

Marines from 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, meet and greet at Hangar 5 Sunday afternoon.
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Cpl. Luke Blom
2nd Marine Division

Editor’s Note: This is the second half of a two-part
series, which began last week.

Back home there’s a huge political
debate over the future of Iraq and what
role the U.S. military will play in Iraq’s
future. What do you think about it?

Tarr — As far as I’m concerned, Marines
shouldn’t focus on politics too much in the
first place. Of course it plays a role in the big
picture, and all the Marines here are well aware
of what’s going on in Washington. But we’ve
got a job to do. Politics don’t really come into
play on patrol.

Steuter — I don’t think about our politics at
all. I think about the Iraqi political situation
more than our own because right now, the
Iraqi government is so new and not everyone
trusts it. Everybody I talk to on patrol says
their government is in trouble and they don’t
have a lot of trust in it yet. The people think
that it is too divided between the tribes and
Shiites and Sunnis. As for our politicians,
they’re going to make decisions and do what
they want. It’s out of our hands. We can’t do
anything about it but go out and do our job as
good as we can.

What’s the most difficult thing you’ve
encountered out here?

Tarr — We’ve lost four Marines from my
squad, and it’s been very difficult.
Unfortunately, we’ve all lost friends, and for
me as a squad leader, Marines I was in charge
of. We keep busy and try not to think about it
all the time, but it’s hard. I can see in my
Marines eyes that they’re hurting, but you’ve
got to get past it.

Steuter — The (operational tempo) has been
pretty tough, everyone’s getting run pretty
ragged, but it’s a necessary evil. It allows us to
do everything we want to mission-wise and it
cuts down on the free time where we can just
sit and think about all the negative stuff like
Marines dying. It’s hard when you lose
Marines because you feel like you can’t do any-
thing about it. 

I mean, we can patrol and do our
(Improvised Explosive Device) sweeps, but
when someone gets hit with an IED you can’t
do anything to stop it. It’s hard as a leader

because you can’t help your guys out as much
as you want to. 

How do you get through it?
Tarr — It’s still hard, and none of us are over

it. Just today I picked up a Leatherneck
Magazine and saw the names of Marines in my
squad on the KIA (Killed In Action) list, that
brought everything back to the surface. But
within the squad we talk about the guys we lost
and all the good times we had together. I’m not
going to say it doesn’t affect us day-to-day,
because it does, but the Marines are here for
each other and they push through it together.

Steuter — You’re going to lose guys, and that
same day you’ll be right back out on patrol
back in the thick of it. You’re mind gets taken
off it pretty quick because it has to. If you’re
thinking about the guy that just died, you’re
not fully concentrating on the mission at hand,
and that’s when you miss something. Within
the squad we talk about it a lot. It’s not like we
sit down for an organized discussion or any-
thing, but when we’ve got some down time
and we’re just chilling with each other, some-
one usually brings it up.

How much do you and your squad mem-
bers rely on each other for support?

Tarr — When we’re on a mission we have to
be kind of self-sustaining. We have to rely on
each other for everything because when it
comes down to it, we watch each other’s back.
Those Marines to the left and to the right of
you, they’re the guys that are going to get you
through this.

Steuter — We are everything to each other.
We’re with each other 24 hours a day, seven
days a week so we’re pretty close. Our squad
has changed a little since we’ve been here; new
guys take the spots of guys we’ve lost. It does-
n’t matter if someone has been with us for the
entire deployment or just the last couple
months, they’re part of the team. We rely on
each other 100 percent.

Speaking of squad members, a Marine in
your squad once said that you could
probably take apart a NASA space shut-
tle with a leatherman tool. Really?

Steuter — (Laughs) No. I’d only need a num-
ber two pencil and a rubber band. 

When you get home, what are you going
to tell friends and family
about your experiences in
Iraq?

Tarr — To be honest, I’ll tell
them we did our job and made
a difference in this city, but
trying to explain what it’s like
out here to someone who’s
never been here is hard. What
I will tell them is how amazing
the Marines I was with were.
The guys I work with are
incredible, except Cpl. Steuter
(laughs). 

Steuter — I probably won’t
say anything unless people ask
questions, which I’ll answer as
best as I can. A lot of people
back in the states have
absolutely no idea what the
actual situation is here. I
mean, 20-30-40 people are
dying everyday in Baghdad
alone. There’s so much that

people don’t understand back home. Like the
difference between a Shiite or a Sunni, or how
tense the tribal relations are. I hear people back
home say, ‘Iraqis are bad people.’ No they’re
not, most of them are really good people.
There’s a bunch of people I see out in town a
lot and I consider them buddies. They’re regu-
lar people, and just because they don’t have the
same belief system as you doesn’t make them a
bad person.

What’s one of the misconceptions about
Iraq?

Steuter — The people of Iraq. It seems like a
lot of people back home think that Iraqis in
general are bad people. Not true. Yeah, there
are some bad guys here but the majority of the
people are average working class Joes. Some of
them support us being here and some don’t,
but only a small percentage of the people are
trying to kill us. When you go out and talk to
the people of Haditha, they
are actually embarrassed by
the people shooting at us. The
guys trying to kill us are an
embarrassment for the rest of
the population. 

There’s no doubt that
someone back home will
ask you what combat is
like. How do you describe
combat to a civilian?

Tarr — I’ll tell them to read
two books, ‘On Killing’ and
‘On Combat.’ They are two of
the best books I’ve ever read
about combat. They should be
required reading for every
Marine coming over here. The
human body does amazing
things when it’s getting shot
at. I’ve seen Marines do some
of the most courageous, amaz-
ing things out here while get-
ting shot at. It’s like every-
thing gets kicked into
overdrive. Cpl. Steuter ran
through some pretty heavy
fire to save the squad corps-
man’s life. It’s absolutely
amazing what your body can

do when a friend is lying in the street wound-
ed.

Steuter — There’s no way I can fully explain
what combat is like to someone who’s never
been in it. People watch movies like ‘Black
Hawk Down’ and they think they’ve got an
idea of what it’s like, it’s not even close. In real
life when you’re on the ground getting shot at
and returning fire, there’s so much more to it
than what you see in the movies or on T.V. I’ll
try to explain it to people, but I don’t think
they’ll understand.

What’s the first thing you’re going to
do when you get back to the states?

Tarr — To be honest I haven’t even thought
about that yet. I’ll probably give everyone in
my squad a big hug and a shake their hand
and tell them what an incredible job they’ve
done.

Steuter — I don’t know, take a hot shower.

Marines discuss combat experience in Al Anbar

Corporal James Steuter, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, infantryman and 21-year-old from West
Point, Neb., scans the rooftops of buildings lining a street in Haditha, Iraq, as local Iraqis look on, Dec.
20, 2006. Steuter has been deployed to Afghanistan and recently completed his first tour in Iraq with
2/3.

Cpl. Luke Blom

Sergeant Jason Tarr, squad leader and 27-year-old from Great Mills,
Md., has been deployed to Afghanistan and recently completed his
first tour in Iraq with 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment.

Cpl. Luke Blom



However, Fox acknowledged the ongoing ani-
mosity between some of Iraq’s Sunnis and Shiites
that’s often instigated and inflamed by al Qaeda
attacks. “Now, Iraqis must reject those who seek to
drive wedges between people who have in the past
lived in harmony,” the admiral said.

Fox cited the establishment of a constitution,
democratic governance and voting processes
among the “substantial accomplishments” wit-
nessed in Iraq since the end of Saddam’s regime.

“Today, the Iraqi people are free to vote, to worship
and to peacefully assemble,” Fox said. 

Yet, he also acknowledged that parts of the coun-
try remain dangerous “for those who have been
involved in helping to build a new (democratic)
state in this ancient land.”

Meanwhile, Iraqi and coalition security forces are
working together to protect the people of Iraq, as
provincial reconstruction teams are helping restore
Iraq’s battered infrastructure and resuscitate the
national economy to provide a better future for
Iraq’s citizens, said the admiral.

selected because it resonates
as one of the nation’s most
prominent and recognizable
symbols associated with
American independence.”

Cuppernell believes the
Forever Stamps are a good
idea and anticipates them to
be big sellers. The stamps are
slated to go on sale at the
post office in mid-April and
the 39 cent stamp can still be
used.

“We have thousands of
two cent stamps,” said
Cuppernell. “We stocked up
on them and we’re going to
keep them so people can use
their old stamps and buy two
cent stamps instead of buying
all new ones.”

Cuppernell encourages
those who frequently mail
out letters to take advantage
of the new Forever Stamps.

According to a statement
by Potter, the Forever Stamp
will be available in sheets of
18 and booklets of 20
through www.usps.com, by
calling (800) STAMP-24,
through Post Office vending
machines, at Automated
Postal Centers and in Post
Office lobbies nationwide.
Once prices change May 14,
the Forever Stamp will
remain on sale at the 41-cent
First-Class one-ounce letter
price until the next price
change at which point the
stamp will then be available
at the new price.
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Cpl. Warren Peace
MCB Camp Butler

CAMP FUJI, Japan — Officials with the
Marine Corps Marksmanship Center of Excellence
are implementing many changes to rifle qualifica-
tions throughout 2007 including major changes to
the scoring system, Marine officials said.

Several of these changes have already been
implemented and were announced in Marine
Administrative Message 225/07, released March 26.

The rapid fire portion of the Table 1 known-dis-
tance course of fire no longer requires Marines to
conduct a magazine change after firing five rounds.
Marines now fire a single magazine of 10 rounds in
60 seconds instead of two five-round magazines in
70 seconds.

"We were teaching a bad technique for exchang-
ing magazines during rapid fire that we had to un-
teach Marines during the training in Tables 2-4,"

said Capt. Kyle Patton, the officer-in-charge of the
Marksmanship Programs and Doctrine Section
Marksmanship Center for Excellence. "We added
the magazine exchange training to Table 2 with
speed reload drills."

The hammer pair drills Marines fired during the
Table 2 "field fire" portion of the qualification course
have moved to Table 3. The drills require Marines to
fire two rapid, successive shots to the chest.

Marines engage targets from 25 yards during
Table 2, and Patton said marksmanship doctrine
states hammer pairs should be used on targets 15
yards away. Table 3 supports target engagements
from 5 to 25 yards.

The biggest change to qualification standards
will take effect Oct. 1 when a completely revamped
scoring system will be implemented, according to
Patton. A Marine's Table 1 and Table 2 scores will be
tallied together to determine his rifle qualification
level.

Marine Corps modifies rifle qualification
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Donna Miles
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — President
George W. Bush praised the
troops defending the United
States and the veterans who set a
powerful example and continue
to support them on Tuesday.

Bush traveled to American
Legion Post 177 in Fairfax, Va.,
to recognize the spirit of service
and volunteerism he said makes
the United States a shining
example for the rest of the
world. 

“There’s something to be said
for a country where people serve
something greater than them-
selves, where people in this era
volunteer in the face of danger
to defend it,” he said.

The president said it’s difficult
facing the personal losses the
war on terror has inflicted. 

“We’ve lost some fantastic
young men and women,” he
said. “And we honor their serv-
ice and their sacrifice by com-
pleting the mission, by helping a
generation of Americans grow

up in a peaceful world.”
Bush said he prays for the

families of the fallen troops and
recognizes the pain they’re
enduring. 

“And it’s very important for
me to make it clear to them that
I believe the sacrifice is necessary
to achieve the peace we all long
for,” he said.

The president thanked the
Legionnaires who, like today’s
troops, sacrificed for the country.
They provide inspiration for
those in uniform today, he said,
and continue to serve through
their long tradition of support to
the military.

Bush noted that World War I
veterans gathered in November
1944 to found the Fairfax post as
a way to rally support for those
in uniform. 

“These veterans understood
what it meant to be in war, what
it meant to be far from home,
and they provided necessary
support for our troops,” he said.

It’s a tradition the group con-
tinues today, from visiting
wounded troops in military hos-

pitals to awarding ROTC scholar-
ships at nearby George Mason
University.

Bush also thanked the group
for taking the time to send care
packages to deployed troops Iraq
and Afghanistan “to remind
those who wear the uniform
that you support them.”

These and other efforts the
country is making send a solid
message of support to troops far
from home and the lift they
sometimes need, he told them.
“It matters,” he said.

The American Legion is
among myriad groups, corpora-
tions and private citizens around
the country showing support for
the men and women in uni-
form. These efforts are show-
cased through the Defense
Department’s America Supports
You program. Launched in
November 2004, the program
helps directly connect military
members to the support of the
America people and offers ways
the general public can find
meaningful ways to support the
military community.

Bush thanks troops, legionnaires

Currently, the Table 2 score does not affect a
Marine's qualification unless he fails the Table. 

Failure to receive a passing score in Table 2 auto-
matically drops a Marine's Table 1 score to 190, giv-
ing him the lowest minimum qualification level of
marksman.

Patton said the scoring system will change from
a 250-point scale to a 350-point scale - 250 for Table
1 and 100 for Table 2. Field fire will no longer be a
hit or miss training event. Shots placed in the desig-
nated area of the target will be worth two points.
Hits on the rest of the target will be worth one
point. So during drills that call for two shots to the
chest, any shot within a 10-inch circle on the tar-
get's chest area will be worth two points. Shots out-
side the circle but still on the target will be worth
one point.

A test bed of Marine Corps bases are using the
scoring system during rifle qualification for data col-
lection purposes only. The new scores for marks-
man, sharpshooter and expert will be determined
after the data is collected and reviewed by the
Marksmanship Center of Excellence.

"Greater emphasis on accurate shot placement
instead of just hitting the target was needed in driv-
ing Marines toward accurate lethal, mobility kill
shots," Patton said. "For each individual Marine, he
or she will be driven to focus more on quick accu-
rate shot placement of their rounds during Table 2.
The days of just hitting anywhere on the target are
over. We want the Marines to understand the
importance of making their rounds count while
placing them in the enemy's body where they'll do
the most damage, ultimately killing them."
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Gunnery Sgt. Brenda L. Varnadore
II Marine Expeditionary Force (FWD)

CAMP FALLUJAH, Iraq — Commandant of
the Marine Corps Gen. James T. Conway and
Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps John L.
Estrada visited the approximately 30,000 Marines,
sailors and soldiers throughout Anbar province
April 5 through 8, to address concerns ranging
from support of the U.S. people to the new tattoo
policy.

The commandant and the sergeant major talked
to service members with the 2nd Marine Logistics
Group (Forward), 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing (Fwd),
1st Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division,
Regimental Combat Teams 2 and 6, as well as the
Multi National Force – West staff.

The trip, which took them from main bases at
Al Asad, Fallujah, Ramadi and Taqaddum to Syrian
border forts and combat outposts in remote areas,
was to get in touch with the men and women and
tell them how proud the Corps’ top leadership are
while giving them up-to-date information on new
equipment and programs.

“I asked the commanders what I needed to say
to you folks this morning, and they said there’s
not much you can tell these guys—they’re pretty
smart,” said Conway, during a town hall meeting
at Camp Fallujah. “It’s a great job you’re doing. I
ask you to keep the momentum going. There’s
going to come a day, sooner than anyone antici-
pated, they might turn this over to the Iraqi
Security Forces. They’re getting better. They’re not
where they need to be yet, in terms of equipment,
in terms of leadership, in terms of capabilities, but
the day will come sooner than I think a lot of peo-
ple will believe.”

The commandant also addressed what he
found to be a burning question on service mem-
bers minds.

“I know the connectivity is pretty good out
here, and you all say in touch with what’s hap-
pening now and that’s a great thing,” he said. “I
don’t want what you see happening now with

Congress and the administration to trouble you.
The question that was asked before we ever
crossed the berm, by Marines, wasn’t, ‘Does Sada’am
have chemical weapons, is he going to strike us
with those things,’ it was, ‘Are our countrymen
behind us?’ That’s what Marines and sailors want-
ed to know. I think that’s so much still what’s
happening today.”

Conway also wanted the service members not
to worry about the political activity going on in
the United States and to stay the course.

“What you see happening on the political front
may cause some doubt in your mind, but let me
tell you, don’t worry about it. It’s there in spades
(support). There are things happening that are
going to have to play themselves out,” said
Conway. 

After fielding all the questions Marines posed
to the senior leadership, Estrada addressed the
Marines in Fallujah for the last time as sergeant
major of the Marine Corps.

“This is my last visit standing on this deck. I’ve
been coming here now for four years. It’s a little
sentimental. I will not be doing it again after
today,” said Estrada. “I wanted to get out here just
to express again, like I have for the last four years,
my appreciation for the significant job each and
every one of you have done for the Marine Corps
and the nation in the last four, four and a half
years. 

“You have performed just as well, or better, as
Marines of the past, and the Marines of the past
acknowledge that. That’s how much they think
about you. You’re up here. They put you on that
pedestal.” 

“It’s been my pleasure to represent you. You
gave me the opportunity because of your out-
standing performance to brag about the Marine
Corps. Just about everything you do, you do very
well. We serve to protect the democracy we have.
The debate going back in Congress, we serve to
protect that. You’re giving the Iraqi people the
opportunity to live in a democratic society, just
like ourselves.”

Corps’ top leaders
visit Marines in Iraq

Sgt. David J. Murphy

Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen. James T. Conway speaks to Marines outside the
Base Chapel aboard Camp Fallujah, Iraq, April 6. The commandant and Sergeant Major
of the Marine Corps John L. Estrada spoke to and answered questions from Marines
regarding various issues related to the Marine Corps and Operation Iraqi Freedom. II
Marine Expeditionary Force is deployed with Multi National Force-West in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom in Al Anbar province, Iraq, to develop Iraqi Security Forces,
facilitate the development of official rule of law through democratic reforms and con-
tinue the development of a market-based economy centered on Iraqi reconstruction.
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